
GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

December 16, 2020 
 
Webex Conferencing System  7:00 pm 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by President Stempel-Rae. 
 
CHAIRS STATEMENT : This meeting is being recorded and videotaped by the City Council and GCTV-
15. If any other persons present are doing the same you must notify the chairperson at this time.  
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS:  Roll Call was taken. All Councilors were present.   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner; City Clerk Kathryn J. Scott; Finance Director/City 
Auditor/City Accountant Elizabeth Gilman; Mayorõs Chief of Staff Danielle Letourneau; School Committee 
Chairperson Amy Proietti; Energy Director Carole Collins; Treasurer/Collector Kelly Varner; DPW 
Director Marlo Warner; Fire Station Building Committee Co-Chairperson David Singer; GCTV-15 staff; 
Anita Fritz, the Recorder; and members of the public.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held.  
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  On a motion by Councilor Elmer, second by Councilor Guin, it was 
unanimously, 
VOTED:  TO ACCEPT THE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 18, 2020. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:   
SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE: School Committee Chairperson Amy 
Proietti reported the following: 

¶ Due to the impeding storm, the School Committee voted for all Greenfield Schools to have a 
òtraditionaló snow day on Thursday, December 17, 2020, that would also suspend remote learning 
with teachers and students. 

¶ On December 23rd & December 30th, students would be provided with seven days worth of meals 
as part of the Greenfield Schoolõs Food Service Distribution Program. 

¶ The School Committee voted last week to approve winter sports participation for the winter sport 
programs beginning January 17th, 2021, with all of the COVID protocols in place. 

 
MAYOR, CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: Mayor Roxann Wedegartner reported the following: 

¶ The City had two days of COVID testing at the Greenfield Community College and thanked 
everyone who had been involved in the setup of this project. Over 1,400 people had been tested for 
COVID on December 15th & December 16th. 

¶ Greenfield should have a State COVID testing sight by January through March 2021. 

¶ The DPW was prepared for the impeding storm that would begin tonight. The roads had been 
pretreated beginning at 5:00 pm and are ready to begin plowing roads. 

¶ A warming center had been established for the Cityõs homeless population for this coming winter. 

¶ Encouraged the Councilor to vote in favor of the additional funding for the new Fire Station. 
Mayor Wedegartner answered the following questions: 

¶ Had the heating system for the Green River School been installed and was it in running condition. 

¶ With the difficulties the City had faced this year, would the new library construction begin on 
schedule.  

¶ Would trash and recycling pickup, originally scheduled for Thursday, be postponed due to the 
impeding storm. 
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¶ What was the status of the installation of crosswalk lights at the Academy of Early Learning and 
Main Street. 

¶ How could someone sign up to receive COVID testing in Greenfield. 
 

OTHER CITY EMPLOYEES AS NEEDED, BY INVITATION: - None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  The following members of the public spoke: 

¶ Donald Babits, Wisdom Way, spoke in support of a new Fire Station. He was opposed to the 
appropriation of the additional $6 million for a temporary Fire Station. 

¶ Sandy Thomas, Orchard Street, spoke in support of a permanent Fire Station. She opposed to the 
appropriation of the additional $6 million for a temporary Fire Station. 

¶ Dawn Morin, Hope Street, encouraged the Councilors to table the $6 million appropriation until a 
location for the permanent Fire Station had been secured. 

¶ Ann Mayo, Wells Street, spoke in support of the appropriation of the $6 million towards a 
temporary fire station. 

¶ Ellen Thompson, High Street, spoke in opposition for the appropriation of the $6 million towards a 
temporary fire station. 

¶ Lois St. Germain, Chapman Street, spoke in opposition for the appropriation of the $6 million 
towards a temporary fire station. 

¶ Caitlin Von Schmidt, Congress Street, spoke in support for the appropriation of the $6 million for 
the new library. 

¶ Justin Twaddell, Congress Street, spoke in support for the appropriation of $6 million for the new 
fire station. 

¶ Stephanie Duclos, Chapman Street, spoke in support of a new Fire Station. She requested that the 
Councilors table the $6 million appropriation for a temporary fire station. 

¶ Amy Moscaritolo, Country Club Road, spoke in support of $6 million for the new fire station. 

¶ Danielle Letourneau, Garfield Street, spoke in support of $6 million for the new fire station. 

¶ Donna Rivers, Columbus Avenue, spoke in support of $6 million towards a temporary fire station. 

¶ Jen Stromsten, Russell Street, spoke in support of $6 million towards a temporary fire station. 

¶ David Moscaritolo, Country Club Road, spoke in support of $6 million for a new fire station. 

¶ Amy McMahon, Osgood Street, spoke in support of the new fire station and the new library. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  President Stempel-Rae opened the public hearing at 7:59 pm. Vice President 
Wheeler read the public hearing notices and second reading: The Greenfield City Council will hold a 
public hearing on Wed., December 16, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. at John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant St, 
or via Webex, if required: 
https://greenfieldma.my.webex.com/greenfieldma.my/j.php?MTID=m27336e76fa0ac51b6127a0382fe97c8d to 
receive public input on the following:  
 

¶ Appropriate $6,000,000 for the construction of a new Fire Station. 
 

The City Council may consider the same on Wed., December 16, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. at John Zon 
Community Center, 35 Pleasant St., or via Webex, if required: 
https://greenfieldma.my.webex.com/greenfieldma.my/j.php?MTID=m27336e76fa0ac51b6127a0382fe97c8
d. Materials can be obtained from the City Clerkõs Office, 14 Court Sq. from 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Mon. - Fri. 
or phone 413-772-1555, x. 6163. 
 
Ashley Stempel-Rae, Greenfield City Council President  
 

https://greenfieldma.my.webex.com/greenfieldma.my/j.php?MTID=m27336e76fa0ac51b6127a0382fe97c8d
https://greenfieldma.my.webex.com/greenfieldma.my/j.php?MTID=m27336e76fa0ac51b6127a0382fe97c8d
https://greenfieldma.my.webex.com/greenfieldma.my/j.php?MTID=m27336e76fa0ac51b6127a0382fe97c8d
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City  Council ï Second Reading- December 16, 2020 
 

¶ Appropriate $6,000,000 for the construction of a new Fire Station. 
 
Seeing that no one wished to speak, President Stempel-Rae closed the public hearing at 8:01pm. 
 
MOTIONS, ORDERS, AND RESOLUTIONS  
Order no. FY 20-034 
MOTION:  On a motion by Councilor Wheeler, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED:  THAT IT BE ORDERED THE CITY COUNCIL, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF 
MAYOR WEDEGARTNER, MOVED THAT IT BE ORDERED AN ADDITIONAL SUM OF 
$6,000,000 BE APPROPRIATED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW FIRE STATION AND 
TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION TRANSFER $1,000,000 FROM FUND 1627 BOND PREMIUM 
AND THE TREASURER, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR, IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED 
TO BORROW SAID SUM OF $5,000,000, PURSUANT TO MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS, 
CHAPTER 44 OR ANY OTHER ENABLING STATUTE, AND FURTHER, THE MAYOR IS 
AUTHORIZED TO TAKE ANY ACTION NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE INTENT AND 
PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT; 
AND FURTHER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH M.G.L. C. 44, §20, THE PREMIUM RECEIVED BY 
THE CITY UPON THE SALE OF ANY BONDS OR NOTES HEREUNDER, LESS ANY SUCH 
PREMIUM APPLIED TO THE PAYMENT OF THE COSTS OF ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS OR 
NOTES, MAY BE APPLIED TO PAY PROJECT COSTS AND THE AMOUNT AUTHORIZED TO 
BE BORROWED FOR THE PROJECT SHALL BE REDUCED BY THE AMOUNT OF ANY SUCH 
PREMIUM SO APPLIED. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Vice President Wheeler reported the Ways & Means Committee forwarded a unanimous 
positive recommendation. Other comments included: 

¶ Many other City and Towns in Massachusetts had built temporary fire stations to avoid any 
interruptions to public safety while a permanent fire station was under construction. 

¶ The consensus of the Councilors was assured by the information received by the Mayor and the 
Finance Director that the City could move forward with the library and fire station building projects 
with the additional appropriated funds. 

 
It was by roll call, 12 yes, 1 abstention,  
VOTED:  TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY21-034. 
 
Order no. FY 21-043 
MOTION:  On a motion by Councilor Wheeler, second by Councilor Mayo, it was by roll call, 2 yes, 10 no, 
DEFEATED : THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE GREENFIELD CITY COUNCIL TAKE FROM 
THE TABLE A òRESOLUTION IN SUPPORT TO BEGIN CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
TEMPORARY FIRE STATION AT THE HOPE STREET PARKING LOTó WHICH WAS TABLED 
AT THE NOVEMBER 18, 2020, CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
 
President Stempel-Rae noted that Order no. FY21-039, which was a citizenõs application for a zoning 
amendment, has been withdrawn in writing by the applicants; therefore, the motion would not be taken up 
by the Council. 
 
Order no. FY 21-040 
MOTION:  On a motion by Councilor Dolan, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
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MOVED:  THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF GREENFIELD AMEND THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 200, SECTION 200-4. 13 FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT (F) AS 
INDICATED IN THE ATTACHED STRIKETHOUGH., EXHIBIT A;  
AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF THE CODE. AND 
FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE 
ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
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DISCUSSION:   Chairperson Dolan reported the Economic Development Committee forwarded a 
unanimous positive recommendation. 
 
It was by roll call, 12 yes, 0 no,  
VOTED:  TO APPROVE ORDER NO. FY21-040. 
 
Order no. FY 21-041 
MOTION:  On a motion by Councilor Dolan, second by Councilor Ricketts, it was, 
MOVED:  THAT IT BE ORDERED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF GREENFIELD AMEND THE 
ZONING ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 200, RELATIVE TO INCORPORATING LOW IMPACT 
DEVELOPMENT (LID) TECHNIQUES AS INDICATED IN THE ATTACHED STRIKEDRAFT, 
EXHIBIT B; 
AND FURTHER AMENDS THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AND INDEX OF THE CODE. AND 
FURTHER THAT NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO THE NUMBERING OF THE 
ORDINANCE BE PERMITTED IN ORDER THAT IT BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
NUMBERING FORMAT OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF GREENFIELD. 
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